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A ll the editors in this feature 
are good enough to replace 
your existing text editor for 

GFKVKPI�VGZV�ƒ�NGU�CPF�VYGCMKPI�
EQPƒ�IWTCVKQP�ƒ�NGU��+P�HCEV��EJCPEGU�
are they’ll even double up as your 
IDE. These apps are chock full of 
bells and whistles, and their 
developers aren’t thinking of 
stripping features, but adding more 
and more and more. 

At the tail end of this test we have 
L'FKV��0QV�QPN[�FQGU�KV�KPUKUV�QP�
using the proprietary Oracle Java 
Runtime Environment, it failed to 
install on our Fedora machine, and 

the developer doesn’t actively 
engage with its users. 

UltraEdit does little better. This 
commercial proprietary tool 
focuses on web developers, and 
doesn’t offer anything to non-
developer power users that makes 
it worth recommending over free 
software alternatives.

On the third podium position we 
have Gedit. There’s nothing 
inherently wrong with Gnome’s 
default editor, but despite all its 
positive aspects, it’s simply 
outclassed by Sublime and Kate. 
Out of the box, Kate is a more 
versatile editor than Gedit, and 

1st Kate
Licence LGPL/GPL Version 3.11

www.kate-editor.org
The ultimate mild-mannered text editor with super powers. 
Kate is one of the best apps to come out of the KDE project.

OUR VERDICT
outscores Gnome’s default editor 
even after taking their respective 
plugin systems into consideration. 

Both Sublime and Kate are 
equally good. They performed 
equally well in most of our tests. 
Whatever ground it lost to Sublime 
for not supporting macros, it gained 
for its keyboard friendliness and its 
GCUG�QH�WUG�KP�FGƒ�PKPI�EWUVQO�
keybindings.

Kate’s success can be drawn 
from the fact that it offers the 
maximum number of features with 
OKPKOCN�NGCTPKPI�EWTXG��,WUV�ƒ�TG�KV�
up and use it as a simple text editor, 

QT�GCUKN[�GFKV�EQPƒ�IWTCVKQP�ƒ�NG�YKVJ�
syntax highlighting, or even use it to 
collaborate and work on a complex 
RTQITCOOKPI�RTQLGEV�VJCPMU�VQ�KVU�
RTQLGEV�OCPCIGOGPV�ECRCDKNKVKGU��

We aren’t pitching Kate to replace 
a full-blown integrated development 
environment such as [insert your 
favourite specialised tool here]. But 
it’s an ideal all-rounder and a perfect 
stepping stone to a specialised tool. 

Kate is designed for moments 
when you need something that’s 
quick to respond, doesn’t 
overwhelm you with its interface 
CPF�KU�LWUV�CU�WUGHWN�CU�UQOGVJKPI�
that might otherwise be overkill.

2nd Sublime Text
Licence Proprietary Version 2.0.2

www.sublimetext.com
A professionally done text editor that’s worth every penny – 
easy to use, full of features and it looks great.

3rd Gedit
Licence GPL Version 3.10

http://projects.gnome.org/gedit
Gets it done from Gnome. It’s a wonderful text editor and does 
an admirable job, but the competition here is too great.

4th UltraEdit
Licence Proprietary Version 4.1.0.4

www.ultraedit.com
Focuses on bundling conveniences for web developers without 
offering anything special for general users.

5th jEdit
Licence GPL Version 5.1.0

www.jedit.org
A lack of support, lack of working on Fedora and a lack of 
looking nice relegate jEdit to the bottom slot.
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Despite being a KDE app, Kate looks good across many desktops.

Advanced text editors

“Kate offers the maximum features with 
the minimum learning curve.”

YOU MAY ALSO WISH TO TRY…
The default text editor that ships with your 
distro will also be able to assist you with 
some advanced tasks. There’s KDE’s KWrite 
and Raspbian’s Nano, for instance. KWrite 
inherits some of Kate’s features thanks to 
KDE’s katepart component, and Nano has 
sprung back into limelight thanks to its 
availability for Raspberry Pi.

If you wish to follow the steps of Linux 
gurus, you could always try the revered text 
editors Emacs and Vim. First time users who 
want to get a taste for the power of Vim 
might want to consider gVim, which exposes 
Vim’s power via a graphical interface.

Besides jEdit and Kate, there are other 
editors that mimic the usability of veteran 

advanced editors like Emacs and Vim, such 
as the JED editor and Joe’s Own Editor, both 
of which have an emulation mode for Emacs. 
On the other hand, if you are looking for 
NKIJVYGKIJV�EQFG�GFKVQTU�EJGEM�QWV�$NWGƒ�UJ�
CPF�)GCP[��6JG[�GZKUV�VQ�ƒ�NN�VJG�PKEJG�
between text editors and full-fledged 
integrated development platforms. 
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